ENROLLED

Regular Session, 1997
HOUSE BILL NO. 1096

BY REPRESENTATIVES JETSON AND WELCH

AN ACT

To enact R.S. 17:416(Q), relative to pupil discipline; to prohibit the taking of
any disciplinary action against a pupil by the governing authority of a
public elementary or secondary school or by any public elementary or
secondary school administrator, teacher, or other school employee for
the use of force upon another person under specified circumstances
involving self-defense of the pupil or the pupil's property; to provide
for application; to provide for effectiveness; and to provide for related
matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 17:416(G) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§416. Discipline of pupils; suspension; expulsion

% % %
G.(1) Effective for the 1997-1998 school year and thereafter, no

pupil shall be disciplined in any manner by the governing authority of
a public elementary or secondary school or by any public elementary
or secondary school administrator, teacher, or other school employee
for the use of force upon another person when it can be reasonably
concluded that the use of such force more probably than not was

committed solely for the purpose of preventing a forcible offense
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against the pupil or a forcible offense provided that the force used must
be reasonable and apparently necessary to prevent such offense.

(2) A pupil who is the aggressor or who brings on a difficulty
cannot claim the right provided by this Subsection to defend himself.
Section 2. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 1997; if vetoed

by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall
become effective on July 1, 1997, or on the day following such approval by

the legislature, whichever is later.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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