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     Depending on the age and grade of the child, Summer reading programs may be dictated by 

the school the child attends.  Oftentimes, the school sends Summer reading assignments to the 

children to be completed for a grade in the upcoming school year.  Keep reading fun by 

encouraging your child to read, reading along with them helps tremendously.  Reading with them 

allows for the parent to be informed of the book so they can ask questions to ensure that they 

child is comprehending what they read.  One suggestion is for the parent to read a page and the 

child to read two pages.  If you have a child who is really averse to reading have the child read 

one page and then the parent read one page.  After reading a chapter, ask the child some 

questions about the chapter to see if the child understands what is going on, if you see they do 

not, go back to the area on the chapter and reread it to them explaining the detail you were trying 

to get them to understand.  The parent can even show the child in the text where they can find the 

information to answer the question.  As the child advances in school, the reading programs will 

increasingly ask them to take notes from what they read and ask them to tease out main idea 

questions accordingly.  It will help the child to be prepared if learn to read constructively at an 

early age.   

     If the book level is too advanced and you find the child may not be understanding due to the 

content being to progressive, go to the local library and ask the librarian to direct you to a section 

appropriate to your child’s age.  Focus takes time but book level should also be taken into 

account prior to purchase or rental to ensure that the book is at a level the child can understand.   
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     To keep reading fun, enroll the child in a summer reading program at your local library or 

bookstore.  Both have monthly readings and the bookstores sometimes have weekly peer book 

club meetings for children to attend.  When the child enjoys what they are reading they will get 

lost in the book and look forward to the satisfaction they will get from reading more and more 

books.  If a child reads four books per Summer, they tend to have a better start to the school year 

academically and reduce academic content loss.   

     Summer reading is a great way to keep the Summer Slide from happening to the child.  By 

keeping the child on a reading routine the child will be more likely to transition more easily to 

the coming academic year.   


